Perhaps the most admirable feature of the atlas is that it is comprehensive and yet compact. The excellent illustrations should be helpful and stimulating to the undergraduate student; and their wide scope offers a book of reference to the post-graduate bacteriologist the usefulness of which is not likely to be exhausted by the first years of his experience. In this regard, special reference should be made to the sections dealing with the Spirochates. Rickettsia and Virus Diseases, Tropical Diseases, and the Pathogenic Fungi.
This book is intended primarily for students and those in general practice, rather than for the specialists, and is a kind of illustrated guide to ophthalmology rather than a textbook in the usual sense. It does not, therefore, make any claims to include every branch of this department of medicine. But what branches are included present clearly recognized teaching, which is at the same time modern in its outlook. The book is beautifully illustrated in a manner which serves admirably the purposes of instruction, although one might carp at the predominance of anatomical drawings in a students' textbook. Another point on which a reviewer might find room to criticize is a lack of balance between the commoner and the rarer diseases. For example, retitinis pigmentosa is deal with in almost the same number of words as angioid streaks, and fewer than the description given the somewhat rare condition of keratoconus. This lack of balance is rather disturbing to a student beginning the study of ophthalmology for the first time, and it is hoped that in the next edition, which will certainly be called for, that critical revision of this point will be given. The newly qualified doctor doing his first locum is often surprised to find that his waitingroom is filled, not with cases of disseminated sclerosis, aortic regurgitations, or cancer of the rectum, but with people suffering from coughs, colds, rheumatism, and vague gastric disorders which he can neither classify nor treat. To him Dr. Williams' valuable book will supply the wisdom and experience of one who has spent many years both in general and consultant practice, and has profited more than most by his opportunities. The book is a gold mine of practical information and wise advice. This latest edition includes a useful section of dietetics.
Of course, where so much is a matter of opinion and experience rather than scientific fact, there are bound to be openings for criticism. Thus, though the chapter on constipation contains much that is true and even more that is amusing, it is disappointing to find that treatment is almost confined to purgatives, and that more rational methods of diet, remedial exercises, etc., are scarcely touched on. But these are minor criticisms of a book which has been described as being worth its weight in gold. It should be in the hands of every general practitioner.
